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I have been a fan of the Frozen franchise since the
movie came out in 2013. I loved the refreshing take on a
story of true love, and as a Scandinavian nerd, I loved
the art style and costume designs. However, it wasn't
until 2018 that I thought of cosplaying any of the
characters.
I made my first crochet cosplay in 2017 - essentially by
accident and without much forethought. When that
cosplay worked out well, I was inspired to try
something even more ambitious. It was then during a
Frozen re-watch that I decided to make Anna's
ballgown from Elsa's coronation. Why? Because it
seemed impossible to crochet, and I was told so by my
partner of the time and my family.
The need to prove them wring was an incredible
motivator, and so I spent the next 18 months working
on this project, finally completing it in February of
2020.

WHY CROCHET?
It is important to note that when starting this project
I was still cooped up in a tiny student apartment. I did
not have space for a sewing machine, nor the floor
space to cut out a pattern of this size.
I had also been crocheting non-stop for about the last
5 years as it helps with anxiety and kept my hands
busy. At this point, all of my friends and family had all
the hats, scarves and jumpers they would ever need so I had no one to really crochet for.
Working on a big project like a cosplay provided me
with hours and hours of crocheting time. I would
crochet in class, on the bus and sometimes even at
work to help me think.
But for more than just practical reasons, I also try to
be a spokesperson for crochet, and love introducing
people my own age or younger to it. A lot of stigma
surrounds fiber arts like crochet and knitting: that it's
only for old ladies, only good for baby blankets and
doilies, and so on. Even before I started cosplaying, I
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did my part to rebrand crochet as something that
could be fun and modern.

REFERENCES

MATERIALS

Unfortunately, all the yarns I used have since been discontinued.
I used Ice Yarns Baby 50 for all of the dress except the gold trim, which was
made with an unbranded ball of yarn from my stash.
All the yarn is acrylic, this was because it was the cheaper option and I was still a
student at the time.
Baby 50 stats:
Brand :
Ice Yarns
Fiber Content :
100% Premium Acrylic
Needle Size :
3 - 4 mm. / US 3 - 6
Weight :
50 gr. / 1.76 oz. per ball
Length :
166 m. / 181 yds. per ball
Yarn Thickness :
3 Light: DK, Light, Worsted
Price per ball :
0.87 USD
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I experimented with a few petticoats. The one used to
take my first finished photos was too wide. As i wanted
screen accuracy, I eventually opted for this narrower
one - both bought on AliExpress.
For the shoes, I am simply wearing a pair of regular,
black flats.
To help the dress stay up, I added two clear bra straps
to the bodice, and wove gold ribbon around the waist.
The back closes with a zipper.
I was still relatively new to the concept of wigs when
starting this cosplay. I first bought one on AliExpress,
but as I realised that I would want to compete with this
cosplay, I invested in an absolutely stunning wig from
Wigs Everlasting.
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MAKING THE DRESS

The dress was made in two pieces that were attached
at the end. I started with the bodice. While this piece
was freehanded, I was inspired by the "Gypsy Corset"
pattern by Twisted Twig Crochet I had used once
before to estimate the measurements needed in each
area.
As this corset pattern did not cover what to do above
the bust line, I opted to crochet a grid-like apttern as 1.
this makes the piece look more crocheted and 2. would
provide a certain amount of elasticity for a more formfitting finish.
The appliqué and embroidery were also freehanded,
and were my first attempts at both - I was very much
winging it.
I added the clear bra straps to the bodice as it was
slipping down under its own weight.
The necklace was freehanded, with an attempt at
embroidering the crest on the pendant, though it is a
bit hard to see. It is secured with a button at the back.

MAKING THE DRESS

The second piece was the skirt. This process was
surprisingly painstaking.
As crochet does not naturally lend itself to pleats, I
made 40 "panels" and sewed them together in a way
that mimicked pleats.
In total there were 10 decorated panels, 10 large green
panels and 20 small green panels, all of which sere
sewn (using slip stitch crochet and single crochet
stitches) in a concertina.
I calculated the width of each panel by dividing the
stitches around the base of the bodice by 10. The
circumference of the skirt was more tiral and error, as
I hesitated as to how long it should be. I ended up
making it a little too long as crochet tends to wtretch
with age, so that the dress could eventually be hemmed
if necessary. This is also why the embroidery does not
go all the way to the bottom of the panels.
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MAKING THE DRESS

The embroidery on the panels was all done by hand and
in cross stitch. To achieve this, I made the panels with
the smallest crochet stitch (single crochet) which
creates an even grid to embroider on - this is part of
why they took so long to make.
I

designed

the

embroidery

pattern

myself,

using

reference shots of the dress as a guide and the online
tool StitchFiddle.

THE RESULT
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More information can be found at transatlantic-crochet.com/princess-annas-ballgown
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